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PEACE LATER 

an anarchist introduction to firearms 




FURTHER 
READING 
AND RE- 
SOU RCES 



The Bonnot Gang by Richard Perry 
Ass ata by Assata Shakur 
Negroes with Guns by Robert F. Williams 
(Jane's) Guns Recognition Guide 
by Ian Hogg and Terry Gander 
Pacifism as Pathology by Ward Churchill 
Politicians Love Gun Control by Sweet Tea 
Desire Armed! distributed by Kansas Mutual Aid 
I, Phoolan Devi by Phoolan Devi 
Lessons of the Spanish Revolution 
by Vernon Richards 

Dixie Classic Gun Shows (in NC only) 
www. dixiegunandknifeshow. com 
www.gunbroker.com (it's like e-bay for guns!!) 
The Pink Pistols (GLBT organization that 
organizes shooting trainings for queer folks 
all over the country) www.pinkpistols.org 
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ual County Sheriffs. Some Sheriffs do little more than collect 
the fees and hand out permits to the "law-abiding." because 
more than that is not necessary. Others implement ridiculous, 
intrusive requirements that either discriminate on a wholesale 
basis or are selectively applied so that discrimination can be 
more personalized. Durham and Orange Counties are gener- 
ally recognized as having the most intrusive procedures of any 
NC county for acquiring a handgun. 
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WHY 

AN ANARCHIST 
INTRODUCTION TO 
Fl REARMS? 



IT MIGHT SEEM AN UNUSUAL TIME for a 
group of anarchists to create a how-to 
manual on firearms. While anarchists have 
become increasingly present in a wide range 
of struggles and achieved drastically more 
visibility in the last ten years relative to pre- 
vious decades, our "movement" is currently 
in a stage of rebuilding and reevaluation of 
priorities. The transition (in the United 
States) from a largely successful, horizon- 
tally organized movement against capitalist 
neoliberalism to the failing, mostly hier- 
archically oriented anti-war movement has 
created a need for a shift in focus that has 
eluded us. There are many more of us now 
than there were immediately post-Seattle, 









In many areas Black people formed their own "Union 
League" militias to defend their communities. In places like 
the South Carolina back-country, where Black people were a 
numerical majority, the Black militias kept White terrorists at 
bay for long periods and were able to secure a relative degree 
of community autonomy. Nevertheless, White militias and 
Klansmen were forcibly disarming Black freedmen in most 
of the South. Despite the 14th Amendment, Supreme Court 
cases were repeatedly giving the green light to the South to 
continue its disarmament of the Black population. As Recon- 
struction ended, the Jim Crowe era of White racism was im- 
posed upon communities that had been effectively disarmed 
and deconstructed by a White Northern government winch 
hypocritically claimed to have "emancipated" Black people. 
The freedmen were made defenseless against this new phase of 
genocide. Any attempt to understand the failures of Recon- 
struction, the systematic dismantling of Black communities, 
and the striving for Black autonomy and self-determination 
in the face of Southern and Northern White interference has 
to be looked at in the context of this disarmament. 

In the Jim Crowe period of the early 20th century 
some Southern states attempted to show deference to the 14th 
Amendment while in practice keeping Black folks totally dis- 
armed. The most common legal method for this was pistol 
purchase permit laws. North Carolina's Pistol Purchase Per- 
mit law was passed in 1919, and is a classic piece of Jim Crow 
legislation. Racist members of the Stale Legislature in Raleigh 
(and the KKK that was headquartered a couple blocks away) 
knew they could not overtly prevent minorities from purchas- 
ing handguns for protection. Instead, they passed a law which 
allowed local Sheriffs to discriminate with impunity at the lo- 
cal level who could and could not own handguns. Black people 
were thereby disarmed in much the same way they were disen- 
franchised. 

Even today, the Pistol Purchase Permit law is imple- 
mented in an arbitrary and capricious fashion by IOO individ- 
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"forbidden 

TO OWN OR BEAR 
FIREARMS. . ." 



After the end of the Civil War «nnd the 
passing of the 14* Amendment, Black 
people in the South should have legally gained 
the right to bear arms. Not surprisingly, this 
right came under immediate and drastic as- 
sault. The Special Report of the Anti-Slavery 
Conference of 1867 stated that in most areas 
freedmen were "forbidden to own or bear 
firearms and thus rendered defenseless against 
assaults" by Whites. Mississippi's Black Codes 
made it outright illegal for freedmen to own 
weapons, and stated that if a White person in- 
formed the government of a freedmen's arms, 
they were entitled to receive the forfeited 
weapons. A letter printed in an 1866 edition 
of Harper's Weekly said that "[t]he militia of 
this county have seized every gun found in the 
hands of so-called freedmen..." 



but there is not a publicly visible engagement which focuses 
our energies and magnifies the relevance of anarchist per- 

spectives. 

Our response to this has largely been to shrink back 
from the public visibility of big mobilizations, street fighting, 
and large-scale direct actions and into the local projects that 
we already know how to assemble: eco-defense campaigns, 
prisoner support, pirate radio, food not bombs, neighbor- 
hood and workplace organizing, sexual assault prevention 
and education work, infoshops, animal liberation campaigns, 
etc These kinds of things are important. Without projects 
and campaigns like these our black blocs and street actions 
would remain a spectacle for most people, an idea they could 
"interact" with through the television but not encounter in 
their hometown. Nevertheless, this current milieu of small- 
scale projects represents a plateau. They represent the current 
level, in terms of both size and risk, of anarchist activity that 
we are either willing or able to assemble. 

So this raises the question, why now of all times publish 
a beginners' manual on firearms? From the vantage point of 
our current plateau, it hardly feels like the time to start rob- 
bing banks, liberating prisoners, or attacking police stations. 
Few anarchist communities are so rooted in their neighbor- 
hoods that community self-defense programs make much 
sense, and copwatch programs probably aren't ready to arm 
themselves any time soon either. 

The reason for beginning to share firearms skills now 
is that the ability to conduct successful armed actions, even on 
a small-scale, does not emerge overnight. While our experi- 
ence with affinity groups and spokescouncil organizing could 
(and has been) undoubtedly be used for the purpose of armed 
struggle, the ability to safely and effectively use a gun. in con- 
cert with others, takes time to learn. In the same way that an- 
archists needed to know carpentry and roofing and cooking 
skills longbefore they participated in radical relief efforts in New 
Orleans, so too will we need firearms training years in advance 
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of the need or ability to use that training. 

In addition to learning skills in advance, it is also true that the 
United States is unique in that in most states civilians are able 
to legally own (non-automatic) military-style weapons with 
no registration. The authors of this zine feel that the "crazy 
wingnuts" at gun shows are being very reasonable when they 
hypothesize that this "right" will fade away long before any 
apocalyptic, capital-R revolutionary situation. So, even if the 
vast majority of anarchists in this country have no intention 
of using guns in the immediate future, or even training with 
them, it still makes sense for us to own them. This is part- 
ly because of how gun control legislation in the US tends to 
operate, where new purchases of certain kinds of guns might 
be regulated or prohibited altogether, but weapons manufac- 
tured and/or purchased before a certain year remain legal and 
unregistered. This can depend on the state one lives in, but 
it is a safe bet that politicians aren't about to try to confis- 
cate the I20 million small arms floating around the trailers, 
apartments, housing projects, suburban homes, and collective 
houses of middle America. Despite all the stories we hear of 
the rock-throwing, Molotov-hurling, anarchist maniacs from 
overseas, few of the revolutionaries in those countries have re- 
liable access to weapons that would actually allow them to chal- 
lenge or at least defend themselves from the might of the State. 
We feel that it would be foolish for anarchists in the US not to 
take advantage of our unusual situation before anti-capitalist, 
anti -Statist ideas become such a threat that gun ownership gets 
criminalized altogether. 

There are a few disclaimers thai should be made in 
the introduction to this zine. First and foremost, this zine 
was not designed to be a place for discussion about violence 
and Nonviolence. This is partly practical: there is no way we 
could present an adequate introduction to firearms basics and 
also make room for the endless discussion that surrounds the 
topic of violence. This not to say that discussion around when 
different kinds of violence are or are not appropriate is not 



the backseat. The best place is in the trunk or a locked box as 
far away from the passenger compartment as possible. II' you 
are stopped by a police officer, put your hands on the steering 
wheel, immediately tell the officer that you are carrying a gun 
and its location in the vehicle, and that you have a concealed 
carry permit (if applicable). 



RESOURCES 

NC Firearms Laws 

NC Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Liaison Section 
(919) 716-6725 

Federal Firearms Laws 

US Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol, Firearms, To- 
bacco, and Explosives 

Charlotte, NC (740) 716-1800 

Raleigh, NC (919) 856-4366 



A Note on Registration 

Neither handguns nor long guns (shotguns and rijles) must be "regis- 
tered" by state law in North Carolina. In other words, despite needing a 
pistol purchase permit to kiy a handgun, and a background check for any 
kind of gun, purchased firearms are not registered in some giant state- 
run database. Background checks can be very quick and easy; one of the 
authors bought hisAKat a gun show where he passed the background 
check and was out with gun in hand within the hour. Howeuer, there may 
be local requirements to register jour gun, such as in Durham County. 
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To possess a concealed hand- 
gun in North Carolina, you 

must: 

Garry your permit and a valid 
form of identification with 
you at all times. 
Disclose the fact that you have 
a valid concealed handgun 
permit when you are ap- 
proached or addressed by any 
law enforcement officer in 
North Carolina 
Inform the officer that you are 
in possession of a concealed 
handgun. 

Present both the permit and 
valid identification at the re- 
quest of an officer 

NOTE: You should not attempt to dis- 
play either jour weapon or your permit 
unless directed to by an officer. 



Reciprocity 

If you have a concealed car- 
ry permit issued by another 
state, it is valid in North 
Carolina if that state has 
a concealed carry permit 
agreement with North Car- 
olina. Likewise, if you have 
a North Carolina concealed 
carry permit, it will be valid 
in those states. 30 states 
currently have reciprocity 
with North Carolina. Note 
that specific laws regard- 
ing where and how you may 
carry a concealed handgun 
vary from state to state, and 
it is your responsibility to 
research those laws before 
bringing your handgun to 
another state. 

Transporting Firearms 
If you don't have a concealed 
carry permit, you should be 
sure that your gun is not in a 
place where it would be con- 
sidered concealed and read- 
ily available while transport- 
ing it. It is illegal to conceal 
any firearm, including long 
guns. Don't carry your gun 
under the seat, in the glove 
compartment, or in a bag in 



important, though we are pleased to note that few anarchists 
in the US remain chained to the moralism, religiosity, and 
dogma of Nonviolence codes. The role of militant resistance 
(and its consequences) has historically fallen on the shoulders 
of those outside "the belly of the beast," while those of us in- 
side the US maintain "solidarity" with the Global South but 
invent Nonviolence codes to protect ourselves. Whether or 
not guns play an immediate role, the authors of this publica- 
tion feel that this needs to change. 

It needs to be said that this zine is in no way an at- 
tempt to pull people away from community and direct action 
organizing to become full-time soldiers-in-training. Assata 
Shakur once wrote quite eloquently that if ever the decision 
has to be made between the armed struggle and "social pro- 
grams," a revolutionary movement should always choose the 
latter. The free grocery programs, sexual assault prevention, 
social centers, and neighborhood organizations we partici- 
pate in are a microcosm of the world(s) we want to live in; the 
armed combat that will have to happen to make those worlds 
a reality is not. A small movement which understands itself 
but is incapable of self-defense is a seed that can grow, but 
a movement that can defend itself but possesses no self-un- 
derstanding is a hollow shell. Rather than calling for people 
to abandon their current projects, we hope this publication 
encourages basic skills and training which can continue along 
with folks' current endeavors. 

Another disclaimer needs to be made about us, the 
authors. While we have been learning to use a variety of fire- 
arms for several years, none of us have extensive military or 
militia-type training. We have also had little to no access to 
the weapons commonly encountered in the US police and 
military, partly because the civilian versions of these weapons 
(such as the AR-I5 and its variants) are much more expensive, 
and because non-civilian versions of these weapons are often 
automatic and therefore illegal and difficult to obtain. We do 
have experience with a wide variety of guns that are used for 
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combat, such as the Clock 17 handgun, the Remington 700 
sniper rifle, the AK-4.7 assault rifle, the Ruger Mini-14, vari- 
ous shotguns, and an assortment of other commonly encoun- 
tered firearms. 

We feel it is also important to make note of the gender 
dynamics and patriarchy inherent to gun culture and combat 
in the US. We do not hold the illusion that by revolutionar- 
ies and feminists owning guns, gun ownership itself becomes 
"revolutionary" or "feminist." Most of the gun-owning anar- 
chists we know are men, and it is readily apparent that it will 
take a tremendous amount of work, on both men and women's 
part, to make basic firearms skills accessible beyond the man- 
archist milieu. Though this zine is primarily an introductory 
primer on guns themselves, we feel that discussion of these 
dynamics and efforts to remedy them is extremely important, 
and hope that by putting this publication out there we can at 
least spark more discussion on this topic. If anyone in anar- 
chist circles needs to own guns, it is the most marginalized 
among us who face violence on a daily basis. 

If this zine can accomplish nothing else, we hope that 
it will serve to demystify and de-romantisize firearms. Guns 
are objects, made of metal and wood and plastic, that are im- 
bued with a variety of meanings depending on the culture one 
comes from. Gun culture is primarily the domain of men, 
and guns themselves are the product of thousands of years of 
civilization, patriarchy, and most recently industrial capital- 
ism. This can on the one hand result in radicals romanticiz- 
ing guns, like we're flirting with the devil, and on the other 
hand can mean a total mystification of something "foreign" 
and "dangerous." We anarchists have a tendency towards the 
idealistic and purist, often meaning an initial policy of avoid- 
ance or escapism (rather than engagement) when it comes to 
difficult topics like gun ownership. We hope that this publi- 
cation can undermine that tendency and help people to un- 
derstand guns in the same way that we understand many other 
objects like cell phones or cars: that these are tools produced 
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Concealed Handgun Permit 
Permits to carry concealed handguns 
are issued by the county sheriff, are 
valid anywhere in North Carolina for 
5 years (unless revoked), and cost $80. 
People convicted of certain crimes, 
including misdemeanor assault, are 
ineligible for the permit. "Conceal- 
ing" a weapon means having a weapon 
hidden anywhere within one's conve- 
nient control and easy reach, not just 
on one's person. Whether the weapon 
is loaded or not is irrelevant. 

In North Carolina, concealed hand- 
guns may not be carried: 

In law enforcement or correctional facilities such as a prison; 
In financial institutions such as a bank; 

In any space occupied by state or federal employees, includ- 
ing state and federal courthouses; 
In schools or on school grounds; 

In areas of assemblies, parades, funerals or demonstrations; 
In any place where alcoholic beverages are sold and con- 
sumed (such as some restaurants); 

In any area where concealed handguns are prohibited by 
federal law; 

In any place of business that has posted a sign banning con- 
cealed weapons on its premises; 

By any person while consuming alcohol or while under the 
influence of alcohol or any controlled substances (unless ob- 
tained legally and taken as directed by a physician). 
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(cont) Persons con- 
victed of a crime 
punishable by impris- 
onment for a term 
exceeding I year (this 
excludes most mis- 
demeanors in North 
Carolina) 

Fugitives from justice 
Drug users or addicts 
People adjudicated 
mentally defective or 
who have been com- 
mitted to a mental 
institution 
Dishonorable dis- 
charges from the U.S. 
armed forces 
Persons in the U.S. 
illegally 

Persons who have 
renounced their U.S. 
citizenship 

Persons convicted of 
a domestic violence 
misdemeanor involv- 
ing physical force or 
threatened use of a 
deadly weapon. 

NOTE: North Carolina pur- 
chasing restrictions generally 
follow federal purchasing re- 
strictions. 



North Carolina Restrictions 

Age 

You must be 21 to purchase a hand- 
gun and l8 to purchase a long gun. 
Persons under 18 may not possess or 
carry a handgun in North Carolina 
except under certain conditions. 

Permits 

To give, sell, or otherwise transfer 
a handgun in North Carolina, the 
purchaser or receiver must have ei- 
ther a pistol purchase permit or a 
concealed carry permit. 1 his is true 
even for transfers between private 
parties. No permit is required for 
a long gun. 

Pistol Purchase Permit 
The pistol purchase permit is issued 
by the sheriff in the county where 
the purchaser resides and costs $5- 
Each permit is valid for the purchase 
of one handgun. There is no limit 
on the number of handguns that can 
be purchased, but counties will of- 
ten limit the number of permits is- 
sued in one year to 5- 



by our enemies that we can, while conscious of their source, 
use critically and creatively to get us closer to the societies we 
want to live in. 

Towards that end, we have broken this zine up into 
several different parts. We have included a glossary of terms, 
gun and bullet anatomy, and a section on different broad cat- 
egories of guns, which y/e hope will provide the reader with 
some basic firearms terminology. There is also a section on 
assault rifles and specifically the AK-47, because that weapon 
is so affordable, reliable, available, and easy to use. We have 
additionally included some basic advice on gun safety, shoot- 
ing techniques, where to buy guns, and how and where to 
train. Also present are several radical history pieces and rel- 
evant laws on gun ownership and purchasing in North Caro- 
lina. We made the history and legal sections specific to our 
home of North Carolina partly because gun laws can differ 
tremendously by State, and partly with the hope that others 
would become inspired to make similar publications relevant 
to their own areas. 

written and published by the North Carolina Piece Corps 
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GUN LAWS 

FEDERAL AND STATE 



North Carolina Firearms Laws 
This information is meant 
to serve as a general intro- 
duction to firearms laws in 
North Carolina. It is not legal 
advice, and is current only 
through December 2007. 
Much of this information is 
drawn from the North Caro- 
lina Firearms Laws guide pub- 
lished by the North Carolina 
Department ofjustice. It is 
available online at http/www. 

JUS. STATE. NC. Us/NCJA/nCFIRE- 
ARMSLAWS.PDF. 



Purchasing Firearms and 
Federal Restrictions 
Before selling a firearm, 
federally licensed firearms 
dealers must submit an in- 
quiry to the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check 
System (NICS), operated 
by the FBI. The NICS will 
run a background check on 
the prospective purchaser to 
determine eligibility. Cer- 
tain exceptions to the NCIS 
requirement are recognized, 
including having a valid 
North Carolina pistol pur- 
chase permit. 



The following people are ineligible to 
purchase a firearm under federal law: 



Persons under indictment 
or information in any court 
for a crime punishable by 
imprisonment for a term 
exceeding I year (com. on 
next page) 
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mon round like 7-62 or .223 makes this easier. Buying am- 
munition in bulk can save money, meaning more training for 

'"Find a reliable place to shoot. There are at least two 
ways to approach this. If you have access to private land that is a 
safe distance from other houses, that's the way to go. Shooting 
on private land is more relaxed, and free. Make sure its cool 
with any neighbors, and scout the land extensively to make sure 
you're not accidentally firing your rifle over the head of some 
8-year old on a trampoline. If private land isn't a possibility, 
we suggest checking out public gun ranges in your area. They 
usually charge a fee of some sort by the hour, but provide you 
with targets, safety courses, and sometimes gun rentals. Avoid 
at all costs buying ammunition from these places, as it is usu- 
ally double the price. Some state parks also have gun ranges 
with yearly memberships being very cheap. It's important to 
note that half the people at gun ranges are probably military, 
cops, or ex-cops, so dress down a little bit if necessary and 
be prepared for some shitty interactions. If you can stand the 
company, gun ranges can be great places to learn all sorts of 

useful advice. 

Speaking of useful advice, go to gun shows! This can t 
be said enough. Once again, if you can stand being surrounded 
by outspoken, often racist white dudes for a couple hours, gun 
shows are an incredible source of knowledge and information 
(not to mention great deals). Most folks at these shows love to 
hear themselves talk, and will generally answer any questions 
you may have. These can also be good places to find tactical 
training manuals and pamphlets on DIY home defense. If you 
really want to be proactive, you could follow in the footsteps of 
some Kansas anarchists who've started to tabling at gun shows 
themselves, and have successfully confronted the racist M,n- 
utemen there on multiple occasions. Go team! 






GUN TERMINOLOGY & 

ANATOMY 















BOLT: movable 
metal block that 
seals a cartridge 
into the chamber 
on some actions 

BOLT HANDLE: handle used 
lo open a bolt action 

SAFTEY: mechanical device thar 
blocks the trigger or hammer* 
prevent accidental firing 

STOCK: handle of firearm 



CHAMBER: base 

of the barrel used 
to hold the car- 
tridge or shotshell 
ready forlhooting 



SIGHT: device 
used for aiming 
usually by align- 
ing a front an 
rear sight 



0- • 



^MUZZLE: the end of the 
barrel through which the 
projectile exits 

BARREL: metal tube through which the 
projectile travels 
"FORESTOCK: front portion of the stock extending 
under the barrel in front of the receiver: usually held by 
the non-trigger hand to help support the firearm 
MAGAZINE: container on a repeating firearm that holds am- 
munition before it's loaded into the chamber; usually tubes 
or boxes attached to the receiver 



BUTT: the part of the 
stock that you hold 
against your shoulder 
when shooting 



JIGGER: smal lever that is pulled or 
squeezed to start the firing process 

TRIGGER GUARD: piece that surrounds the trig- 
ger to protect it from being squeezed or bumped 
accidently 



tl 
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